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      MEMBERS PRESENT: Bjerklie  
          Bruns 

Krog   
A. Larson 

          B. Larson 
          Salmela 
 
      ABSENT:   Fowler  
          Rick 
 
      ALSO PRESENT:  Simonson 

    Johnson 
Cox   

 
 The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Independent School District No. 2142, St. Louis 
County Schools, was held at ISD # 2142 District Office on Monday, March 26, 2007, at 6:04 p.m. 
 
 Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 Motion by B. Larson and seconded by Krog to approve the agenda. 

 
Yes- Bjerklie, Bruns, Krog, A. Larson, B. Larson, Salmela 
Against-None 

 Absent-Fowler 
 
 Assistant Superintendent Sidney L. Simonson reported the following:  On Friday, March 23, 2007, 
Mark Wolle from Honeywell gave a demonstration on their “Instant Alert” system. Mr. Wolle explained the 
different features of the program in alerting parents, teachers and staff of emergency situations and also in 
everyday communication usage.  Another demonstration will be scheduled for the school board and staff 
members; 2.)  The Safety Committee met on March 14, 2007.  Some topics of discussion were building and 
grounds cleanliness and school security after hours;  3.)  The District is exploring a computer technology 
program, “Campus” that is currently available which would assist students in remedial reading and math;  4.)  
Verizon has notified the District that they will no longer service analog phones, effective February of 2008.  
The District will now be forced to replace bag phones with new digital phones.  Bag phones are currently 
being used in the school buses because of reception;  5.)  Testing materials were received today at the District 
Office;  6.)  Congratulations to the Orr School basketball team;  7.)   Board members previously received a 
list of the District’s transportation fleet.  Mr. Simonson urged board members to seriously consider 
purchasing at least 5 new school buses this year and to speak to legislators about funding.  Our District drives 
1.3 million miles annually and we have several buses that need to be replaced. 
 
 Discussion followed by board members. 
 
 Motion by Krog and seconded by B. Larson to approve the consent agenda:  March 12, 2007 
Regular School Board Meeting Minutes;  March 19, 2007 Special Board Meeting Minutes;  Policy:  
Donations:  1.)  $187.40 from the Coca-Cola Bottling Company for the Cotton School;  2.) $100.00 from 
Tracy Excavating, Inc. of Canyon for the Cotton School Jr. Class;  3.)  $100.00 from Bryan and Donna Tracy 
of Meadowlands for the Cotton School Jr. Class;   4.)  $230.00 from the Cotton Sports Boosters for Cotton 
School girls basketball;  5.)  $45.00 from the Cotton Sports Boosters for Cotton School girls volleyball.;  and 
6.) $1,005.21 from the Cotton Sports Boosters for Cotton School football. 
 

Yes- Bjerklie, Bruns, Krog, A. Larson, B. Larson, Salmela 
Against-None 

 Absent-Fowler 
 
 Tom Cundy, Director of Facilities and Grounds indicated that he was available to answer questions 
for the school board. 
  
 Board member B. Larson asked for an explanation of the Base quote and Alternate #1 quote. 
 

Mr. Cundy explained that the Base quote included removal of approximately 1,200 square feet of 
visible asbestos and the removal of the metal jacket that covers the boiler.  This would allow the contractor to 
do destructive testing to see if the boiler contained more asbestos that was not visible.  The Alternate #1  
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quote only applies if, after the destructive testing is done, they find asbestos inside the boiler.  If asbestos is 
not found inside the boilers, the original contractor, KLAMM, will do the removal.  Mr. Cundy also 
explained that this falls under health and safety funding. 

 
Discussion followed. 
 
Board member B. Larson asked if the superintendent was aware of this quote. 
 
Mr. Cundy responded that the superintendent had not seen the quotes, but knew that the District 

would be receiving quotes. 
 

 Motion by Salmela and seconded by Bjerklie to award the asbestos removal contract to ACCT 

Incorporated with a Base cost of $14,450.00 and an Alternate #1 cost of $32,220.00. 

 
Yes- Bjerklie, Bruns, Krog, A. Larson, B. Larson, Salmela 
Against-None 

 Absent-Fowler 
 
 Assistant Superintendent Sidney Simonson explained the Systems Accountability Report.  Mr. 
Simonson indicated that the board would actually be approving data information for the 2005-06 school year, 
directing Administration and staff to adhere to the report.  Mr. Simonson then went through the report and 
briefly explained different aspects of it, such as:  highly qualified teachers; utilizing testing data for students, 
Title I funding, Indian Education program, etc. 
 
 Discussion followed. 
 
 Motion by B. Larson and seconded by Salmela to approve the 2005-06 Systems Accountability 

Report. 

 
Yes- Bjerklie, Bruns, Krog, A. Larson, B. Larson, Salmela 
Against-None 

 Absent-Fowler 
 
 Markus Hoche, Technology technician spoke to the school about the Technology Plan.  Mr. Hoche 
explained that we were mandated by the State to have a Technology Plan adopted by April 1, 2007.  He 
continued that it is a general plan which shows the needs of the district.  The Technology Committee wrote 
the plan explaining computer usage and technical equipment.  Mr. Hoche recommended using projectors 
which are permanently mounted in the classrooms for instruction.  He also indicated that technology is 
continually changing and we are evaluating technical changes annually. 
 
 Discussion followed. 
 
 Board member B. Larson asked if things are more positive now?  Mr. Larson stated that a couple of 
years ago, the board heard a lot of bad things about technology. 
 
 Mr. Hoche responded that things are improving this year.  Bugs are being worked out and by the end 
of the year things will be working smoothly. 
 
 Discussion followed. 
 
 Motion by Salmela and seconded by Bjerklie to approve the 2008-2011 Technology Plan. 
 

Yes- Bjerklie, Bruns, Krog, A. Larson, B. Larson, Salmela 
Against-None 

 Absent-Fowler 
 
 Motion by Salmela and seconded by Krog to approve amending the hire date for Joani Bergstrom 

as instructional aide from September 19, 2006 to September 15, 2006. 

 
Yes- Bjerklie, Bruns, Krog, A. Larson, B. Larson, Salmela 
Against-None 

 Absent-Fowler 
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 Motion by A. Larson and seconded by Bjerklie to approve Kathleen M. Zavodnik as In School 

Suspension Monitor, bargaining unit, 4 to 6 hours per week, effective September 5, 2006, with terms 
and conditions of employment in accord with Master Agreement between ISD # 2142 and Teamsters Local 
#346. 
 

Yes- Bjerklie, Bruns, Krog, A. Larson, B. Larson, Salmela 
Against-None 

 Absent-Fowler 
 
 Motion by Salmela and seconded by B. Larson to approve Nancy Parvi’s request for a medical 

leave of absence, effective October 16, 2006, pursuant to M. S. 122A.46 and in accord with Master 
Agreement, Article XI, Section 76, Subd. 3 and Subd. 4, between ISD # 2142 and EDMNSLCT. 
 

Yes- Bjerklie, Bruns, Krog, A. Larson, B. Larson, Salmela 
Against-None 

 Absent-Fowler 
 
 Motion by Krog and seconded by Bjerklie to approve a medical leave of absence for Terry Saver, 

effective March 12, 2007, in accord with Master Agreement Article VIII, Section 4, Subd. 1, between ISD # 
2142 and Operating Engineers Local #70. 
 

Yes- Bjerklie, Bruns, Krog, A. Larson, B. Larson, Salmela 
Against-None 

 Absent-Fowler 
 
Comments from the board: 

Board Member Bjerklie commented on the star rating for the Cherry School choir and awards for the 
Cherry School. 
 Board Member Salmela commented on the presentations of Tom Cundy and Markus Hoche and how 
well they handled themselves. 
 Sidney L. Simonson stated that Transfer Day was on April 4, 2007. 
 Board Chair Bruns indicated that she was proud of the Orr School basketball team.  Ms. Bruns 
scheduled a board study session for Monday, April 9, 2007 starting at 10:00 a.m. at the District Office.  The 
agenda for the board study session will begin with a closed session for negotiations strategy. 
 
 The board meeting was adjourned at 7:23 p.m. 
 
 
 ___________________________________   _________________________________ 
   Chairperson       Clerk 


